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Some of the data relating to the density of traffic per kilometre
of the network and to the utilization of the freight wagon park
are shown in Table 4 for a number of European countries and
India and China. It may be pointed out that in the absence of
official statistics, the calculations shown here with respect to wagon
turn-round time and daily average wagon speed in India should be
taken only as approximations indicating the orders of magnitude.
The rate of utilization of equipment, whether in the railways
or in industries, in different countries depends on a number of
factors specific to the countries which do not lend themselves
easily to inter-country comparisons. With this limitation in mind,
several general observations can be made on the basis of the data
in Table 4 :
 (a)	The density of freight traffic per kilometre of railway net-
work in India is comparable to that in most of the European
countries. It is however only a seventh of that in the Soviet
Union and a fourth of that in China.
 (b)	Similarly, the daily average movement of wagons under
load (derived by dividing the average length of the haul
by the average wagon turn-round time) in India is not
altogether different from that in most European countries.
In fact, it is significantly higher than in France and the
United Kingdom where owing to a relatively large wagon
stock the need for a more intensive utilization of equip-
ment is not very pressing. On the other hand, China and
the Soviet Union furnish examples of very intensive uti-
lization of freight rolling stock; the daily average move-
ment of wagons in these countries is 3 to 4 times higher
than in India.
 (c)	A comparison of the wagon turn-round time in these various
countries, however, yields interesting points of differences.
The average wagon turn-Tround time, or the time from when
a wagon is loaded until it can be loaded again, is nearly
twice as high in India as in most European countries, except
in the United Kingdom and France. The wagon  turn-round
time in China and the Soviet Union—both countries having
an average haul equal to or higher than in India—is only
a fourth and a half respectively of that in India.
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